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Malala’s historic visit to Ottawa draws young fans to
Parliament Hill

Advocate of girls’ education addresses Parliament,
receives honourary citizenship

  News Apr 12, 2017
  

by Erin McCracken (/halton-author/erin-mccracken/20239dc7-3bb6-4e06-aa13-
91b81c432d52/)  (mailto:erin.mccracken@metroland.com)! Ottawa South News

Alta Vista residents Owen Price, 9, (left), Kian Farhoumand-Sims, 8, Lindsey Barr and Sam Kardish, 9, hold signs of love
and peace to welcome Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai to Parliament Hill on April 12. - Erin
McCracken/Metroland
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Toting homemade signs, dozens of Ottawa residents gathered outside Parliament Hill to serve as an ad hoc but enthusiastic
welcoming committee to greet Pakistani education advocate Malala Yousafzai.

“Malala is an international treasure,” said Riverside South resident Scheherzade Van Aarle, one of three generations of women in her
family who formed an ad-hoc welcoming committee in hopes of catching a glimpse of Malala Yousafzai on Parliamant Hill on April
12. The group of dozens of Ottawa residents also featured dance numbers by students from Barrhaven’s Michaëlle-Jean French
public school.

“I think she’s such a great role model for the girls now,” said Van Aarle, standing behind a barrier at the foot of the Centre Block
steps with her daughter, Duniya, and mother, Musarrat Rana, who proudly carried the flag of Pakistan, her home country and that of
Malala.

That was where Malala was shot in the head by Taliban assailants when she was 15 years old. Even at such a young age she had
become an outspoken advocate for the right of girls to attend school.

In the wake of that near-fatal shooting, Malala became an international role model and continued push for the advancement of the
rights of women and girls to attend school. For her efforts, she was made a co-recipient of the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize, the youngest
ever to win this.

“She’s extraordinary what she came back from,” said Van Aarle, prompting agreement from her mother.

“She’s holding our flag up (figuratively), that’s the least to say,” Rana said.

Their daughter and granddaughter, Duniya, was apprehensive about missing school for the event, but Van Aarle and Rana both
wanted the nine-year-old to witness a historical moment and perhaps have the chance to see Malala, who represents a strong voice
for girls.

“She stood up for all of us in such a way you should never forget,” Rana said, adding that it is critical that the 19-year-old’s inspiring
message be passed to the next generation.

Malala’s trip to Ottawa began with a surprise morning visit to Ridgemont High School in Alta Vista where she addressed the student
body.

Also in attendance were Sophie Gregoire Trudeau, wife of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Maryam Monsef, federal minister of the
Status of Women, and Marie-Claude Bibeau, minister of International Development and la Francophonie. They were scheduled to
take part in a question-and-answer session with students to speak on education and gender equality.

Malala was then zipped downtown to address Parliament, the youngest person ever to do so. The prime minister also presented her
with honourary Canadian citizenship. She was actually granted that honour in October 2014, but the ceremony was delayed by the
Parliament Hill shooting.

“The people of Canada are leading the world in their response to the refugee crisis,” Malala said in a statement in the lead-up to her
visit to Ottawa. “I am honoured by Parliament's invitation and look forward to visiting this great nation of heroes.”

Trudeau planned to meet with Malala and speak on the importance of empowering girls through education and how they can
“actively contribute to the sustainable development of their communities and countries.”

“Ms. Yousafzai’s courageous response to those who threatened her life, and her advocacy for girls’ education, has inspired many
millions of people around the world,” Trudeau said in a statement in the day’s leading up to the ceremony.

“Her story is one of determination and dignity, and Canada is proud to call her an honorary citizen of this great country.”

It is for that reason that Alta Vista Lindsey Barr brought her children and others from Alta Vista Public School to the steps of
Parliament Hill.

It was an historical moment the children could learn from “to show Malala that we value education for girls as well,” said Barr, the
founder of World-Changing Kids, which strives to bring together kids to work on projects and initiatives to make the world a better
place.

Malala also serves as an important role model for boys, Barr noted.
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“(It gives) the children the experience of seeing a youth leader, to empower them, to know that she is so young but can make a
difference.”

Malala is one of just six people to receive an honourary citizenship. Other recipients include:

• Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat credited for saving thousands of Jews during the Second World War;

• former president of South Africa Nelson Mandela;

• the 14th and current Dalai Lama, who serves as the spiritual leader of Tibet;

• Myanmar politician and Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi;

• the Aga Khan, a religious leader and wealthy philanthropist.
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